Ken Rivera
1950-2023

Our good friend, husband and father and
KEN RIVERA = fellow official, passed on June 6th, 2023.
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Ken served as the Supervisor for the
Mountain West Conference from 2003-
2014.

He began officiating college football in1982
for the FerMar Corporation (San Jose, CA),
which served a local community college
conference. Ken began working the
Referee position and served as a crew chief. Very quickly, Ken became an expert in
NCAA football rules and earned respect of his peers, supervisors, and several Division |
officials.

His experience working Division | football included:
1984-1987 Pacific Coast Athletic Association (HL)
1988-1997 Big West Conference (HL)

1998- 1999 Western Athletic Conference (HL)
1999-2002 Mountain West Conference (Referee)

In the mid-80’s, supported by a cadre of Division | officials, Ken created a monthly off-
season study group which included the Greater Bay Area/Northern California

officials. Topics typically included rules, interpretations, and applications, and also
extended to mechanics, conditioning, and philosophy. Participation regularly exceeded
125.

Although participation declined considerably in the early 90’s, in 1996, Ken resurrected
and expanded the off-season study group. Participation included officials from as far as
southern Oregon and guest speakers from all over the United States. Ken was actively
leading these events well through 2004. In 2005, Ken turned the leadership over to two
other Division | individuals. At a lesser frequency, the group still meets to this date!

Ken created camps for high school officials who simply wanted to improve their skills
and college camps for those interested in emerging or excelling in college football
officiating. Coordination with select universities’ summer live scrimmage camps with
high school teams enabled officials to get practical on-field “snaps.” These camps grew
in size and stature as it drew campers and instructors across the U.S.

In 2003, Ken was invited to become a Referee (crew chief) in what is now a Power-5
conference. Rather than accepting that position, Ken gave up a successful on-field



career to serve the Mountain West Conference as their Coordinator of Officials for
football. For 12 years, Ken served in the MWC Coordinator. During his tenure, Ken
served on the Collegiate Commissioners Football Officiating Manual Committee.

In the early 2000’s, Ken and two other Division | conference supervisors, pioneered a
combined alliance of conference officiating corps (Big 12, Mountain West/MWC,
Western Athletic/lWAC), which successfully developed into the CFO West. Creating
such a system requires courage, trust, and confidence. This model has since been
replicated and is currently being utilized by multiple conferences.

What set him apart from any other supervisor is that:

« In multiple instances, Ken “recycled” successful officials whose officiating
contract hadn’t been renewed by other conferences

« By relinquishing some autonomy, Ken combined his conference (MWC) with
other conferences for the greater good, the development of officials, and for the
development of a newer (alliance) model. This type of action requires courage,
trust, and confidence in one’s ability.

« What Ken accomplished with the “Reno” camps was one of the most dedicated
and acts of professionalism for the service of officiating at any level in any
sport. Ken created a learning setting which enabled officials by giving them the
opportunity to improve and succeed. He put all of us first, way ahead of himself.

After a brief sabbatical, Ken returned to serve as observer & grader for CFO West.

With his involvement in high school officiating, Ken introduced many aspiring community
college officials to the next level of rules study by unselfishly hosting dinner every week
and then studying the rules of the games with the “Upper” officials in the Central Valley.
This level of rules study provided much greater depth than that available in local study
groups. With that said, Ken always made those attending feel that they belonged and
continued to follow and support their progress.

In his community (Fresno/Valley/No CA) he led monthly educational/self-improvement
seminars for people with Parkinson’s Disease - Ken having been diagnosed with
Parkinson’s in 2015.

One of the most important things Ken preached to us was the importance of family and
having their support while we looked to grow our careers.

Ken also stressed the importance of being a good person off the field - someone that
could get along with others from Friday afternoon to Sunday morning.

Ken always modeled and professed that we should each “give back” to those with less
experience. A mentor to many, Ken has always been known for his honesty, integrity,
and service.

He leaves behind, his wife Marci, his daughters Michelle and JamieAnn and his sons
Aaron and Michael.



